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CONNECTICUT COASTAL MARSHES - A Crisis Goes Before the Legislature 


The plight of the Connecticut coastal marshes is well described in 
the enclosed Special Report by the Connecticut Conservation Association. 
The Connecticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy is sending this to all 
its membership so that they may fully understand the crisis that inéeed 
exists for the tidal marsh ecosystens in our state. 


Several bills have been introduced in the present Session of the 
Connecticut General Assembly providing varying degrees of protection for 
marshlands. The basic requests of the Save-the-Wetlands Committee are 
represented in Senate Bill 196, introduced by Senator Jackson. Proposed 
legislation has been reviewed by the Conservation Committee of the Con- 
necticut Bar Association. 


Bill 196 includes a declaration of the importance of salt marshes 
ang a need to save our remaining coastal wetlands. Senate bill 419, in- 
troduced by Senator Buckley, places responsibility in the Department of 
Agriculture & Natural Resources. House bill 6179, introduced by Dr. 
George Gunther, is concerned with conservation zoning. This provides 
effective and permanent protection in a manner similar to regulations 
already existing in Massachusetts and RhodeIsland, and which Maine is 
now considering. 


The Public Hearing before the State Development Committee of the 
Connecticut General Assembly occurred on Tuesday, February llth, inspite 
of the complications of snow. Several conservation leaders testified. 
They told how marshes are being lost to dumps, roads, parking lots, 
marinas. They pointed out how marshes have value for many reasons: as 
vital habitat for wildlife; as a food supply critical in the food chain 
of shellfish and fin fish - and ultimately man; for recreational uses 
well known by hunters and hikers alike; for aesthetic beauty enhancing 
the quality of our state to live in; as a heritage (a salt marsh was a 
“alued possession by our forefathers); as an important scenic tourist 
attraction. Losses continue to occur here and there in small quantities; 
suddenly another and another marsh is gone. "Therefore we must protect 
all marshes as public policy," stated Freeborn G. Jewett, President of 


the Save-the-Wetlands Committee. 
(over) 


The impcrtance of treating the entire tidal marsh ecosystem as a 
unit was pointed out by Dr. Willian A. Niering, noted ecologist fron 
Connecticut College. He detailed the need of protecting entire coastal 
uarsh systems, not just a thin strip by the water's edge. He also 
noted the value of protecting the nudflats immediately adjacent to the 
salt marsh. He then went on to describe the marine productivity of 
this marsh ecosystem involving the grasses and nutrients of the narsh, 
the algae of the mudflats and: the’ phyto-plankton of the surrounding 
waters. Dr. Niering stressed the values t> wildlife - for feeding, 
nesting anc migrating - and the geological role of marshes in sedi- 
mentation control and also in erosion and storm waters control. 


Many- others spoke: ve Robert F. Kunz, Executive Director of 
Connecticut Conservation As: ociation presented copies of the enclosed 
Special Report to all Committee members. Atty. Russell L. Brenneman 
answered questions . on legal aspects of narsh protective laws. Mr, 

John Hibbard, of the Connecticut Forest & Park Association, stressed 

the importance of a prograr as imnueciately as possible. Comuissioner 
Joseph Gill, of the Departnhent of Agriculture & Natural Resources, 

= a@ coumunication aeyteing that he was in favor of Bilis (196 and 419, 


The State Developuent Coumittee now has considerable inf ornation 
to serve then in their review of the proposed bills for marshland pro- 
tection. But they also nebd to know the feelings and beliefs of the 
people of the State of Connecticut. “There will be a two-week ‘period 
starting frou the hearing Crebruary 11th)” in which letters or other 
connuniques may’ be received by the Connittee fron people wishing to 
express their views to the State Development Committee. (The Comittee 
adéress is: State Capito’, Hartford, Connecticut 06115. Vy | 

} 

One of the nost eff do tive ways to obtain the. legislation. you want 
is to-Lét your législators know of your’ concern. ‘Let your own senator _ 
and representative know your opinion of’ the narshland legislation now 
pending before the State’ Developuent Coumittee - and which will be. 
pene to the General Assenbly for enactment. 
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